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May 17, 2020
To the reader,

In November 2011, | was introduced to a copy of “Ohel David,” the
Sassoon Library Catalogue, a massive list archiving all the manuscripts in
the treasured collection of H David Solomon Sassoon (1880-1942) in
Britain. Among these manuscripts appeared one large (400 pages) and
complete pizmonim manuscript from Aleppo, circa 1850, that earned my
attention. It is Sassoon #738; the Ya’abess manuscript, written by Eliahou
Hayim Ya’abess A”H. This work represents the majority of the pizmonim,
or liturgical poems set to music, that were in circulation in Aleppo during
this time period. | contacted the National Library of Israel to purchase a
digital copy after receiving permission from members of the Sassoon
family. This manuscript is complete with the exception of the first page,
and is legible due to neat handwriting. At that point, | placed a copy of
the PDF in the Library section of pizmonim.com. Still, as a student of
pizmonim, | felt the need to have this work typed and digitized in order to
facilitate analysis and ensure preservation. In 2019, | commissioned this
to be typed up by Rabbi Yehezgel Natan in Israel, and now that it is typed
up, | begun the process of editing it and cataloging each pizmon on
pizmonim.com, the website of the Sephardic Pizmonim Project. Please
note that some modifications were made to this document in order to
enhance it and make it more legible.

David M Betesh DMD
Sephardic Pizmonim Project
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By Abraham Sitehon, in honor of the restoration of the Synagogue in Aleppo
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of Austria, Francis |
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written by Abraham Sitehon; referring to the rebuilding of a synagogue in Aleppo which was destroyed by an earthquake; there is
mention of many people who contributed to the restoration of the synagogue. examples include: Eliahou, Rephael ben Ezra, Jacob
Kohen, Abraham, Samuel, Solomon, and Isaiah
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Abraham Sitehon; in honor of the Synagogue named after Ezra the Scribe, at Tedef, near
Aleppo; composed perhaps on the occasion of the author’s pilgrimage to the sacred place;
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